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APPENDIX

Legal Citations for
Independent

Study

A

48340. Legislative intent; proposals and procedures [pupil
attendance]

48663. Minimum school day; attendance credit; calcula-
tion of additional funding

48916.1. Educational program requirements for expelled
students

51225.3. Requirements for graduation commencing with
1988-89 school year

51228. Graduation requirements; minimum standards;
required curriculum; pupil demonstration of
competence

52000(e). Legislative Intent (Improvement of K–12
education)

52015. Components of plan (School improvement plan)
52017. Secondary school plan (Additional components)
56026. Individuals with exceptional needs

Independent Study

51745. Independent study authorized; curriculum;
restrictions

51745.6. Ratio of independent study pupils to certificated
employees responsible for independent study

51746. Services and resources
51747. Apportionments for independent study by pupils;

policy requirements
51747.3. Restrictions on apportionments; residency

requirements
51747.5. Coordination, evaluation, and supervision of

independent study; apportionment credit
51748. Written records for apportionments
51749. Statewide profile of independent study pupils
51749.3. Rules and regulations
52206. Program approaches; minimum time; academic

component [GATE]

California Constitution

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 6
California Constitution, Article IX, Section 8

Education Code

17289. Exemption for facilities used for independent
study; requirements; duration of exemption

33031. Rules and regulations
35160. Authority of governing boards commencing

January 1, 1976
35256. School accountability report card
41976.2. Independent study programs; funding
44809. School register
44865. Qualifications for home teachers and teachers in

special classes and schools; consent to assignment
46100. Length of school day
46147. Exemption for certain pupils in grade 12 to attend

less than minimum school day
46201. Apportionment per unit of average daily atten-

dance; formulas
46300(e). [Authority for claiming independent study

ADA]
46300.1. Independent studies; school district apportion-

ments for certain pupils prohibited
46300.2. Community school and independent study ADA

apportionment of funds; residence requirements
46300.4. Independent study pupils; eligible coursework
46300.6. Restrictions on apportionment of funds for

independent study program pupils
46300.7. Permission of parents or guardians of indepen-

dent study program pupils; requirements
47612.5. General Requirements (Independent study in

charter schools)
48206.3. Pupils with temporary disabilities [individual

instruction; definitions]

(Rev. 2-00)

Note: Changes in this section reflect updates of the Education Code and revisions made in 1998 to relevant sections of the California Code of
Regulations, Title 5.
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52516. Establishment of prescribed courses in elementary
subjects

52517. No adult classes if funds from improper sources or
if classes not open to general public

52518. No adult classes in dancing or recreational
physical education supported by State School Fund

52519. Job market study; area; scope
52520. Review of program; termination
52522. Plans for adult education innovation and alterna-

tive instructional delivery; approval by Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction; expenditures; rules and
regulations

52522.2. Monitoring of school district compliance
regarding programs and funding; report

52523. Adult education as supplement for high school
curriculum; criteria

California Code of Regulations, Title 5

Subchapter 13. Independent Study Programs
11700. Definition
11701. District Responsibilities
11701.5. Equitable Provision of Resources and Services
11702. Requirement for Agreements
11703. Records

Family Code

6550. Authorization affidavits; scope of authority;
reliance on affidavit

6552. Form of authorization affidavit

County Community Schools

1980. Maintenance by county board of education
1981. Enrollment of pupils
1983. Courses of study; classes and programs

Adult Schools

52500. Adult evening classes; admission of minors
52500.1. Eligibility of high school pupils for enrollment

in adult education, courses and classes; conditions
52501. Powers of governing board
52501.3. Governing board requirements
52501.5. Revenue expenditure
52502. Classes or school for adults
52503. Adult school by resolution of governing board
52504. Adult classes must conform to legal requirements
52505. Scheduling of classes
52506. Basis for apportionment; development of stan-

dards
52507. Recognition of accomplishment
52508. Diplomas or certificates
52509. Requirements for granting diplomas
52510. Requirements for eighth grade graduation
52511. Inability to maintain instruction for adults in a

district
52512. Maintained in conjunction with other schools or

centers
52513. Saturday classes
52514. No minors in classes at adult state institutions
52515. Apportionment of state funds for approved courses

in adult school
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California Constitution

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 6

No school or college or any other part of the Public
School System shall be, directly or indirectly, transferred
from the Public School System or placed under the
jurisdiction of any authority other than one included
within the Public School System.

California Constitution, Article IX, Section 8

No public money shall ever be appropriated for the
support of any sectarian or denominational school, or any
school not under the exclusive control of the officers of
the public schools.

Education Code

33031. Rules and regulations

The board shall adopt rules and regulations not
inconsistent with the laws of this state (a) for its own
government, (b) for the government of its appointees and
employees, (c) for the government of the day and evening
elementary schools, the day and evening secondary
schools, and the technical and vocational schools of the
state, and (d) for the government of other schools,
excepting the University of California, the California
State University, and the California Community Colleges,
as may receive in whole or in part financial support from
the state.

The rules and regulations adopted shall be published
for distribution as soon as practicable after adoption.

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 143, § 19; Stats. 1990.
c. 1372 (S.B. 1854) § 185.)

35160. Authority of governing boards commencing
January 1, 1976

On and after January 1, 1976, the governing board
of any school district may initiate and carry on any
program, activity, or may otherwise act in any manner
which is not in conflict with or inconsistent with, or
preempted by, any law and which is not in conflict with
the purposes for which school districts are established.

(Stats. 1976, c. 1010, § 2, operative April 30, 1977)

35256. School accountability report card

The governing board of each school district main-
taining an elementary or secondary school shall by
September 30, 1989, or the beginning of the school year
develop and cause to be implemented for each school in
the school district a School Accountability Report Card.

(a) The School Accountability Report Card shall
include, but is not limited to, the conditions listed in
Education Code Section 33216.

(b) Not less than triennially, the governing board of
each school district shall compare the content of the

school district’s School Accountability Report Card to the
model School Accountability Report Card adopted by the
State Board of Education. Variances among school
districts shall be permitted where necessary to account for
local needs.

(c) The Governing Board of each school district
shall annually issue a School Accountability Report Card
for each school in the school district, publicize such
reports, and notify parents or guardians of students that a
copy will be provided upon request. (Added by Initiative
Measure (Prop. 98) approved by the electors, Nov. 8,
1988.)

17289 Exemptions for facilities used for independent
study; requirements; duration of exemption

In order to provide alternative, community-based
educational opportunities through independent study, any
school district or county office of education may request
an exemption from the State Allocation Board for a
building or structure, or portion of a building or structure,
from the definition of “school buildings” within the
meaning of Section 17283. The exemptions may be
granted for no longer than two years and exemptions are
renewable. An exemption may only be granted if the
school district or county office of education demonstrates
to the satisfaction of the State Allocation Board all of the
following:

(a) The building or structure, or portion of building or
structure, satisfies all of the following:

(1) It is not located on a regular schoolsite.
(2) It complies with all applicable local building

standards and all relevant local health and safety
standards in the community in which it is located.

(3) It is used for independent study.
(4) It serves fewer than 25 pupils enrolled in kindergar-

ten or any of the grades 1 to 12, inclusive, at any one
time in the building or structure, or in a portion of a
building or structure where the remainder of the
building or structure is not used for instructional
purposes.

(b) The use of the building or structure is critical to
providing an effective alternative, community-based
program.

(c) The use of other buildings or structures that would
meet seismic safety standards for school facilities is
not practical.
(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 3, operative
January 1, 1998.)

41976.2. Independent study programs; funding

Notwithstanding Section 41976, a school district
may offer adult education courses and classes if the
school district received funding in the 1991-92 fiscal year
to conduct programs through independent study for
persons 21 years of age or older and persons 19 years of
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age or older who have not been continuously enrolled in
kindergarten, or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since
their 18th birthday.

(Added by Stats. 1992, c. 1195 (A.B. 1891), § 2.)

44809. School register

(a) A state school register shall be kept by every
teacher in the public elementary schools, except a teacher
in:

(1) A school in which the state school register of
each teacher is kept on behalf of the teacher in a central
office by an employee of the school district.

(2) A school in which a central file of individual
records of pupil enrollment, absence, and attendance is
maintained on forms containing at least the minimum
items of information prescribed by the State Department
of Education, and whose principal submits periodic
reports of pupil personnel data to the city or district
superintendent of schools, or, if no superintendent is
employed in the district, to the county superintendent of
schools on forms approved by the State Department of
Education.

(b) There shall be recorded in each state school
register the absence and attendance of each pupil enrolled
in the classes taught by the teacher keeping the register or
on whose behalf the register is kept and any additional
information required by the State Department of Educa-
tion.

(Stats. 1976, c. 101, § 2.)

44865. Qualifications for home teachers and teachers in
special classes and schools; consent to assignment

A valid teaching credential issued by the State
Board of Education or the Commission for Teacher
Preparation and Licensing, based on a bachelor’s degree,
student teaching, and special fitness to perform, shall be
deemed qualifying for assignment as a teacher in the
following assignments, provided that the assignment of a
teacher to a position for which qualifications are pre-
scribed by this section shall be made only with the
consent of the teacher:

(a) Home teacher.
(b) Classes organized primarily for adults.
(c) Hospital classes.
(d) Necessary small high schools.
(e) Continuation schools.
(f) Alternative schools.
(g) Opportunity schools.
(h) Juvenile court schools.
(i) County community schools.
(j) District community day schools

(Amended by Stats. 1978, c. 924, p. 2894, § 1;
Stats. 1980, c. 260, p. 533, § 1; Stats. 1981, c. 1021, p.
3932, § 1; Stats. 1997, c. 825 (A.B. 287), § 18, eff. Oct. 9,
1977.)

46100. Length of school day

The governing board of each school district shall,
subject to the provisions of this chapter, fix the length of
the school day for the several grades and classes of the
schools maintained by the district.

(Stats. 1976, c. 1010, § 2.)

46147. Exemption for certain pupils in grade 12 to
attend less than minimum school day

Notwithstanding the 180-minute minimum day
requirement of Section 46144, the governing board of any
school district may permit a 12th-grade pupil in his or her
last semester or quarter, as the case may be, before
graduation, who is enrolled in a work experience educa-
tion program approved under the provisions of Article 7
(commencing with Section 51760) of Chapter 5 of Part 28
and who would complete all of the requirements for
graduation by attending high school, except courses of
physical education, for less than 180 minutes each day, to
attend high school for less than a minimum day of 180
minutes, upon the written request of a parent or legal
guardian or upon his or her own request if the pupil is 18
years of age or over. If a pupil attends classes for less than
180 minutes per day pursuant to this section, the number
of minutes actually attended per day shall be rounded
down to the nearest multiple of 60. The average daily
attendance allowed for that pupil’s attendance shall bear
the same proportion to one day of attendance as the
number of minutes of attendance per day bears to 180.

(Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 498, § 79, eff. July 28,
1983.)

46201. Apportionment per unit of average daily
attendance; formulas

(a) In each of the 1984-85, 1985-86, and 1986-87
fiscal years, for each school district that certifies to the
Superintendent of Public Instruction that it offers at least
the amount of instructional time specified in this subdivi-
sion at a grade levels or levels, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction shall determine an amount equal to
twenty dollars ($20) per unit of current year second
principal apportionment regular average daily attendance
in kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, and forty
dollars ($40) per unit of current year second principal
apportionment regular average daily attendance in grades
9 to 12, inclusive. This section shall not apply to adult
average daily attendance, the average daily attendance for
pupils attending summer school, alternative school,
regional occupational centers and programs, continuation
high schools, or opportunity schools, and the attendance
of pupils while participating in community college or
independent study programs.

(1) In the 1984-85 fiscal year, for kindergarten and
each of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, the sum of subpara-
graphs (A) and (B):
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(A) The number of instructional minutes offered at
that grade level in the 1982-83 fiscal year.

(B) One-third of the difference between the number
of minutes specified for that grade level in paragraph (3)
and the number of instructional minutes offered at that
grade level in the 1982-83 fiscal year.

(2) In the 1985-86 fiscal year, for kindergarten and
each of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, the sum of subpara-
graphs (A) and (B):

(A) The number of instructional minutes offered at
that grade level in the 1982-83 fiscal year.

(B) Two-thirds of the difference between the
number of minutes specified for that grade level in
paragraph (3) and the number of instructional minutes
offered at that grade level in the 1982-83 fiscal year.

(3) In the 1986-87 fiscal year:
(A) Thirty-six thousand minutes in kindergarten.
(B) Fifty thousand four hundred minutes in grades 1

to 3, inclusive.
(C) Fifty-four thousand minutes in grades 4 to 8,

inclusive.
(D) Sixty-four thousand eight hundred minutes in

grades 9 to 12, inclusive.
(4) In any fiscal year, each school district that

receives an apportionment pursuant to subdivision
(a) for average daily attendance in grades 9 to 12, inclu-
sive, shall offer a program of instruction that allows each
student to receive at least 24 course years of instruction,
or the equivalent, during grades 9 to 12, inclusive.

(5) For any school site at which programs are
operated in more than one of the grade levels enumerated
in subparagraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (3), the school
district may calculate a weighted average of minutes for
those grade levels at that school site for purposes of
making the certification authorized by this subdivision.

(b)(1) If any of the amounts of instructional time
specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) is a lesser
number of minutes for that grade level than actually
provided by the district in the same grade in the 1982-83
fiscal year, the 1982-83 fiscal year number of minutes for
that grade level, adjusted to comply with Section 46111,
shall instead be the requirement for the purposes of
subdivision paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of (a). Commenc-
ing with the 1990-91 fiscal year, and each fiscal year
through the 1995-96 fiscal year, any school district
subject to this subdivision that does not maintain the
number of instructional minutes for a particular grade
level that the school district maintained for the 1982-83
fiscal year, adjusted to comply with Section 46111, shall
not be subject to paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, of
subdivision (c) if that school district maintains at least the
minimum number of instructional minutes for each grade
level set forth in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) in the
1990-91 fiscal year and each fiscal year through the 1994-
95 fiscal year or the 1995-96 fiscal year for districts
whose instructional minutes were adjusted to comply with

Section 46111, and thereafter returns to the number of
instructional minutes maintained for each grade level in the
1982-82 fiscal year.

(2) The Legislature finds and declares that the school
districts to which paragraph (1) is applicable have not
offered any less instructional time than is required of all
other school districts and therefore should not be forced to
pay any penalty.

(c) (1) For any school district that receives an
apportionment pursuant to subdivision (a) in the 1984-85
fiscal year and that reduces the amount of instructional
time offered below the minimum amounts specified in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) in the 1985-86 fiscal year
or any fiscal year thereafter, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the
reduction occurs by an amount attributable to the increase
in the 1985-86 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) of section 42238, as adjusted in the 1985-
86 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter.

(2) For each school district that receives an appor-
tionment pursuant to subdivision (a) in the 1985-86 fiscal
year and that reduces the amount of instructional time
offered below the minimum amounts specified in para-
graph (2) of subdivision (a) in the 1986-87 fiscal year or
any fiscal year thereafter, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the
reduction occurs by an amount attributable to the increase
in the 1986-87 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) of Section 42238, as adjusted in the 1986-
87 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter.

(3) For each school district that receives an appor-
tionment pursuant to subdivision (a) in the 1986-87 fiscal
year and that reduces the amount of instructional time
offered below the minimum amounts specified in para-
graph (3) of subdivision (a) in the 1987-88 fiscal year or
any fiscal year thereafter, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction shall reduce the base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance for the fiscal year in which the
reduction occurs by an amount attributable to the increase
in the 1987-88 fiscal year base revenue limit per unit of
average daily attendance pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) of Section 42238, as adjusted in the 1987-
88 fiscal year and fiscal years thereafter.

(Stats. 1991, c. 756 (A.B. 675), § 17, eff. Oct. 9,
1991; Stats. 1992, c. 427 (A.B. 3355), Section 27: Stats.
1997, c. 708 (A.B. 167), § 1.)

46300. Method of computing ADA

. . . (e)(1) In computing the average daily attendance
of a school district, there shall also be included the
attendance of pupils participating in independent study
conducted pursuant to Article 5.5 (commencing with
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§ 51745) of Chapter 5 of Part 28 for five or more con-
secutive schooldays.

(2) A pupil participating in independent study shall
not be credited with more than one day of attendance per
calendar day.

(Stats. 1976, c. 1010, § 2. Amended by Stats. 1977,
c. 36, § 202; Stats. 1978, c. 1378, § 1; Stats. 1979, c.
1014, § 1; Stats. 1984, c. 1706, § 1, urgency, eff. Sept. 30,
1984; Stats. 1986, c. 836, § 1; Stats. 1987, c. 1376, § 8;
Stats. 1989, c. 1256, § 20, eff. Oct. 1, 1989; Stats. 1991, c.
221 (A.B. 373); Stats. 1992, c. 759, § 20; Stats 1999, c. 78
(A.B. 1115), § 32, eff. July 7, 1999)

46300.1. Independent studies; school district apportion-
ments for certain pupils prohibited

Text of section operative July 1, 1993

Commencing July 1, 1993, no school district may
receive school district apportionments pursuant to Section
42238 for independent study by pupils 21 years of age or
older or by pupils 19 years of age or older who have not
been continuously enrolled in kindergarten or any of
grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since their 18th birthday.

(Added by Stats. 1992, c. 1195 (A.B. 1891), § 5.)

46300.2. Community school and independent study
ADA apportionment of funds; residence requirements

The State Department of Education shall apportion
funds for community school and independent study
average daily attendance only for average daily atten-
dance claimed by school districts and county superinten-
dents of schools for pupils who officially reside in the
county in which the apportionment claim is reported, or
who officially reside in a county immediately adjacent to
the county in which the apportionment claim is reported.

(Added by Stats. 1993, c. 66 (S.B. 399), § 27, eff.
June 30, 1993.)

46300.3. Independent study pupils; apportionment for
concurrent enrollment in adult education

(Repealed by Stats. 1995, c. 530 (A.B. 967) § 21,
eff. Jan. 1, 1996.)

46300.4. Independent study pupils; eligible coursework

If a pupil 21 years of age or older, or a pupil 19
years of age or older, has not been continuously enrolled
in kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, since
his or her 18th birthday, any attendance credit for
coursework he or she is pursuing through independent
study shall be eligible for apportionment only if it is one
or more of the types of courses set forth in paragraph (1)
of subdivision (a) of Section 51225.3 or any course
required by the governing board as a prerequisite to
receiving a diploma of high school graduation.

This section shall become operative on July 1, 1990.
(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 3.7, operative July

1, 1990; amended by Stats. 1991, c. 756 (A.B. 675), § 18,
eff. Oct. 9, 1991; Stats. 1995, c. 530, § 21, eff. Jan. 1,
1996.)

46300.6. Restrictions on apportionment of funds for
independent study program pupils

The State Department of Education shall not appor-
tion funds to a local education agency for a pupil in the
independent study program if that agency has provided any
funds or other things of value to the pupil or his or her
parent or guardian that the agency does not provide to
pupils who attend regular classes or to their parents or
guardians.

(Added by Stats. 1993, c. 66 (S.B. 399), § 28, eff.
June 30, 1993.)

46300.7. Permission of parents or guardians of indepen-
dent study program pupils; requirements

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no
school district or county office of education shall receive
apportionments for any pupil in independent study unless
that entity receives written permission from the parent or
guardian of the pupil prior to the commencement of
independent study by that pupil. The written permission
shall specify the actual dates of participation, the methods
of study and evaluation, and the resources to be made
available for the independent study program for the pupil.

(Added by Stats. 1993, c. 66 (S.B. 399), § 29, eff.
June 30, 1993.)

47612.5. General Requirements

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
charter school shall do all of the following:

(1) Offer, at a minimum, the same number of minutes
of instruction set forth in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a)
of Section 46201 for the appropriate grade levels.

(2) Maintain written contemporaneous records that
document all pupil attendance and shall make those records
available for audit and inspection.

(3) Certify that its pupils have participated in the
state testing programs specified in Chapter 5 (commencing
with Section 60600) of Part 33 in the same manner as other
pupils attending public schools as a condition of apportion-
ment of state funding.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
charter school that provides independent study shall com-
ply with Article 5.5 (commencing with Section 51745) of
Chapter 5 of Part 28 and implementing regulations adopted
thereunder. The State Board of Education shall adopt regu-
lations that apply to this article to charter schools. To the
extent that these regulations concern the qualifications of
instructional personnel, the State Board of Education shall
be guided by subdivision (l) of Section 47605.

(Added by Stats. 1999, c. 162 (S.B. 434), § 1)



Appendix A A-7(Rev. 2-00)

48206.3 Pupils with temporary disabilities

(a) Except for those pupils receiving individual
instruction provided pursuant to Section 48206.5, a pupil
with a temporary disability which makes attendance in the
regular day classes or alternative education program in
which the pupil is enrolled impossible or inadvisable shall
receive individual instruction provided by the district in
which the pupil is deemed to reside.

(b) For purposes of this section and Sections
48206.5, 48207, and 48208, the following terms have the
following meanings:

(1) “Individual instruction” means instruction
provided to an individual pupil in the pupil’s home, in a
hospital or other residential health facility, excluding state
hospitals, or under other circumstances prescribed by
regulations adopted for that purpose by the State Board of
Education.

(2) “Temporary disability” means a physical,
mental, or emotional disability incurred while a pupil is
enrolled in regular day classes or an alternative education
program, and after which the pupil can reasonably be
expected to return to regular day classes or the alternative
education program without special intervention. A
temporary disability shall not include a disability for
which a pupil is identified as an individual with excep-
tional needs pursuant to Section 56026.

(c)(1) For purposes of computing average daily
attendance pursuant to Section 42238.5, each clock hour
of teaching time devoted to individual instruction shall
count as one day of attendance.

(2) No pupil shall be credited with more than five
days of attendance per calendar week, or more than the
total number of calendar days that regular classes are
maintained by the district in any fiscal year.

(d) Notice of the availability of individualized
instruction shall be given pursuant to Section 48980.

(Added by Stats. 1986, c. 97, § 1, eff. May 20,
1986. Amended by Stats. 1987, c. 917, § 31; Stats. 1990,
c. 1293 (A.B. 2875), § 18.)

48340. Legislative intent; proposals and procedures

In enacting this article it is the intent of the Legisla-
ture to encourage school districts and county offices of
education maintaining any classes in kindergarten and
grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to adopt pupil attendance
policies based on the active involvement of parents pupils,
teachers, administrators, other personnel, and community
members which include proposals and procedures for the
following:

(a) Notifying parents of pupil absences, including
notification of parents on the day of each absence.

(b) Increasing parent and pupil awareness of the
importance of regular pupil attendance.

(c) Auditing and accountability of pupil attendance.

(d) Staff development for certificated and classified
personnel.

(e) Alternative learning programs designed to
respond to the different ways pupils learn, such as
independent study.

(f) Joint efforts between law enforcement and
schools, such as school level attendance review teams and
periodic efforts to return truant pupils to school.

(Added by Stats. 1980, c. 1329, p. 4655, § 10.)

48663. Minimum school day; attendance credit;
calculation of additional funding

(a) The minimum schoolday for pupils enrolled in
community day schools is 360 minutes of classroom
instruction provided by a certificated employee of the
district reporting the attendance of the pupils for appor-
tionment funding.

(b) A pupil enrolled in a community day school may
not generate more than one day of community day school
attendance credit in a schoolday for any purpose.

(c) For the purposes of calculating the additional
funding provided to a school district pursuant to Section
48664, only community day school attendance shall be
reported in clock hours. Attendance of less than five clock
hours in a schoolday shall be disregarded for purposes of
Section 48664. Five clock hours of attendance in one
schoolday shall be deemed to be one-half day of atten-
dance, for purposes of additional funding pursuant to
Section 48664. Six clock hours or more of attendance in
one schoolday shall be deemed to be one day of atten-
dance, for purposes of additional funding pursuant to
Section 48664.

(d) Independent study may not be utilized as a
means of providing any part of the minimum instructional
day offered pursuant to subdivision (a).

(e) A community day school’s academic programs
shall be comparable to those available to pupils of a
similar age in the school district.

(Added by Stats 1995, c. 974 (A.B. 922), § 2.
Amended by Stats. 1998, c. 847 (A.B. 1845), § 3.)

48916.1. Educational program requirements for
expelled students

(a) At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered,
the governing board of the school district shall ensure that
an education program is provided to the pupil who is
subject to the expulsion order for the period of the
expulsion . Except for pupils expelled pursuant to
subdivision (d) of Section 48915, the governing board of
a school district is required to implement the provisions of
this section only to the extent funds are appropriated for
this purpose in the annual Budget Act or other legislation,
or both.
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(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any
educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (a)
may be operated by the school district, the county
superintendent of schools, or a consortium of districts or
in joint agreement with the county superintendent of
schools.

(c) Any educational program provided pursuant to
subdivision (b) may not be situated within or on the
grounds of the school from which the pupil was expelled.

(d) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order
was expelled from any of kindergarten or grades 1 to 6,
inclusive, the educational program provided pursuant to
subdivision (b) may not be combined or merged with
educational programs offered to pupils in any of grades 7
to 12, inclusive. The district or county program is the only
program required to be provided to expelled pupils as
determined by the governing board of the school district.
This subdivision, as it relates to the separation of pupils
by grade levels, does not apply to community day schools
offering instruction in any kindergarten and grades 1 to 8,
inclusive, and established in accordance with Section
48660.

(e)(1) Each school district shall maintain data as
specified in this subdivision and report the data annually
to the State Department of Education, commencing June
1, 1997, on forms provided by the State Department of
Education. The school district shall maintain the follow-
ing data:

(A) The number of pupils recommended for
expulsion.

(B) The grounds for each recommended expulsion.
(C) Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled.
(D) Whether the expulsion order was suspended.
(E) The type of referral made after the expulsion.
(F) The disposition of the pupil after the end of the

period of expulsion.
(2) When a school district does not report outcome

data as required by this subdivision, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction may [emphasis added] not apportion
any further money to the school district pursuant to
Section 48664 until the school district is in compliance
with the provisions of this subdivision. Before withhold-
ing the apportionment of funds to a school district
pursuant to this subdivision, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction shall give written notice to the governing
board of the school district that the school district has
failed to report the data required by paragraph (1) and that
the school district has 30 calendar days from the date of
the written notice of noncompliance to report the re-
quested data and thereby avoid the withholding of the
apportionment of funds.

(f) If the county superintendent of schools is unable
for any reason to serve the expelled pupils of a school
district within the county, the governing board of that
school district may enter into an agreement with a county

superintendent of schools in another county to provide
educational services for the district’s expelled pupils.

(Added by Stats. 1995, c. 974 (A.B. 922), § 6.
Amended by Stats. 1996, c. 947 (A.B. 2834), § 5, eff.
Sept. 26, 1996; Stats. 1999, c. 646 (A.B. 1600), § 26.)

51225.3. Requirements for graduation commencing
with 1988-89 school year

(a) Commencing with the 1988-89 school year, no
pupil shall receive a diploma of graduation from high
school who, while in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, has not
completed all of the following:

(1) At least the following numbers of courses in the
subjects specified, each course having a duration of one
year, unless otherwise specified.

(A) Three courses in English.
(B) Two courses in mathematics.
(C) Two courses in science, including biological

and physical sciences.
(D) Three courses in social studies, including

United States history and geography; world history,
culture, and geography; a one-semester course in Ameri-
can government and civics, and a one-semester course in
economics.

(E) One course in visual or performing arts or
foreign language. For the purposes of satisfying the
requirement specified in this subparagraph, a course in
American Sign Language shall be deemed a course in
foreign language.

(F) Two courses in physical education, unless the
pupil has been exempted pursuant to the provisions of this
code.

(2) Such other coursework as the governing board
of the school district may by rule specify.

(b) The governing board, with the active involve-
ment of parents, administrators, teachers, and pupils, shall
adopt alternative means for pupils to complete the
prescribed course of study which may include practical
demonstration of skills and competencies, supervised
work experience or other outside school experience,
vocational education classes offered in high schools,
courses offered by regional occupational centers or
programs, interdisciplinary study, independent study, and
credit earned at a postsecondary institution. Requirements
for graduation and specified alternative modes for
completing the prescribed course of study shall be made
available to pupils, parents, and the public.

(Amended by Stats. 1990, c. 1105 (S.B. 1947), § 1.)

51228. Graduation requirements; minimum standards;
required curriculum; pupil demonstration of compe-
tence

(a) Each school district maintaining any of grades 7
to 12, inclusive, shall offer to all otherwise qualified
pupils in those grades a course of study fulfilling the
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requirements and prerequisites for admission to the
California public institutions of postsecondary education
and shall provide a timely opportunity to each of those
pupils to enroll within a four-year period in each course
necessary to fulfill those requirements and prerequisites
prior to graduation from high school.

(b) Each school district maintaining any of grades 7
to 12, inclusive, shall offer to all otherwise qualified
pupils in those grades a course of study that provides
an opportunity for those pupils to attain entry-level
employment skills in business or industry upon graduation
from high school.

(c) Any school district that adopts a required
curriculum that meets or exceeds the model standards
developed by the State Board of Education pursuant to
Section 51226 shall be deemed to have fulfilled its
responsibilities pursuant to subdivision (b).

(d) Any school district that adopts a required
curriculum pursuant to subdivision (c) that meets or
exceeds the model standards developed by the State
Board of Education pursuant to Section 51226, or that
adopts alternative means for pupils to complete the
prescribed course of study pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 51225.3, may substitute pupil demonstration of
competence in the prescribed subjects through a practical
demonstration of these skills in a regional occupational
center or program, work experience, interdisciplinary
study, independent study, credit earned at a postsecondary
institution, or other outside school experience, as pre-
scribed by Section 51225.

52000(e). Legislative intent

The Legislature declares its intent to encourage
improvements of California elementary, intermediate, and
secondary schools to ensure that all schools can respond
in a timely and effective manner to the educational,
personal, and career needs of every pupil. The Legislature
is committed to the belief that schools should:

. . . (e) Provide a range of alternatives in instruc-
tional settings and formats to respond adequately to the
different ways individual pupils learn. . . .

The Legislature, by the provisions of this chapter,
intends to support the efforts of each participating school
to improve instruction, auxiliary services, school environ-
ment, and school organization to meet the needs of pupils
at that school

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 894 § 46, eff. Sept. 17,
1977)

52015. Components of plan

Each plan shall include all of the following:
(a) Curricula, instructional strategies, and materials

responsive to the individual educational needs and
learning styles of each pupil which enable all pupils to do
all of the follow:

(1) Make continuous progress and learn at a rate
appropriate to their abilities.

(2) Master basic skills in language development and
reading, writing, and mathematics pursuant to sections
51215 and 51216.

(3) Develop knowledge and skills in other aspects
of the curriculum, such as arts and humanities; physical,
natural, and social sciences; multicultural education;
physical, emotional, and mental health; consumer eco-
nomics; and career education.

(4) Pursue educational interests and develop esteem
for self and others, personal and social responsibility,
critical thinking, and independent judgment.

Consideration shall be given to the use of commu-
nity resources, such as museums, libraries, and communi-
cations media, to achieve instructional improvement
objectives. In addition, consideration shall be given to the
use of education technology equipment, including
appropriate “technology-based materials,” as defined in
Section 60017.1, in each component of the plan to achieve
instructional improvement objectives, and to the utiliza-
tion for this purpose of all funding resources available to
the school district or the schoolsite, including state
categorical education programs.

(b) Instructional and auxiliary services to meet the
special needs of pupils of limited English proficiency
consistent with Article 3 (commencing with Section
52160) of Chapter 7 of Part 28, including instruction in a
language such pupils understand; educationally disadvan-
taged pupils; and pupils with exceptional abilities or
needs.

(c) A staff development program for teachers, other
school personnel, paraprofessionals, and volunteers as
provided in Section 52019.

(d) Improvement of the classroom and school
environments, including improvement of relationships
between and among pupils, school personnel, parents, and
the community, and reduction of the incidence among
pupils of violence and vandalism.

(e) Other objectives as established by the council.
(f) The proposed expenditure of allowances pro-

vided pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section
52045) of 1  and other state or local funds available to
support the school improvement program.

(g) Ongoing evaluation and modification of the
school improvement plan by the council, based on
information regarding:

(1) The degree to which the school is meeting its
improvement objectives as assessed by parents, teachers,
other school personnel, and pupils.

(2) Pupil achievement.
(3) Improved school environment as measured by

indicators such as (A) the incidence among pupils of

1 So in enrolled bill.
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absenteeism, suspension, expulsion, and dropouts and the
incidence and costs of school violence, vandalism, and
theft of school or private property while participating in
school activities, (B) pupil attitudes toward school, self,
and other, (C) incidence of absenteeism, resignations and
requests for transfers among teachers and other school
personnel, and (D) satisfaction of teachers, pupils,
parents, administrators, and other school personnel with
school services and decisionmaking processes.

(4) The degree to which fiscal expenditures meet the
criteria of the school improvement plan.

(h) Improvement of pupil attendance, including
parent awareness of the importance of regular school
attendance. (Added by Stats. 1977, c. 894, § 46, eff. Sept,
17, 1977. Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 1329, p. 4656, § 11;
Stats. 1980, c. 1339, p. 4693, § 3.5, operative, July 1,
1981; Stats. 1981, c. 1152, p. 4595, § 2; Stats. 1992,
c. 758 (A.B. 1162), § 4.)

52017. Secondary school plan

In secondary schools, the school improvement plan
shall, in addition, include:

(a) The availability of timely advice regarding
learning options, career opportunities, and school-related
problems.

(b) A range of alternatives in the size, composition,
and location of learning groups, including community-
based study.

(c) A process whereby pupils may demonstrate
proficiency in any aspect of the curriculum in order to
waive course-hour requirements and pursue an elective
course of study.

(Added by Stats 1977, c. 894, § 46, eff. Sept. 17,
1977)

56026. Individuals with exceptional needs

“Individuals with exceptional needs” means those
persons who satisfy all the following:

(a) Identified by an individualized education
program team as a child with a disability, as that phrase is
defined in clause (ii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3)
of Section 1401 of Title 20 of the United States Code.

(b) Their impairment, as described by subdivision
(a), requires instruction, services, or both, which cannot
be provided with modification of the regular school
program.

(c) Come within one of the following age catego-
ries:

(1) Younger than three years of age and identified
by the district, the special education local plan area, or the
county office as requiring intensive special education and
services, as defined by the State Board of Education.

(2) Between the ages of three to five years, inclu-
sive, and identified by the district, the special education

local plan area, or the county office pursuant to Section
56441.11.

(3) Between the ages of five and 18 years, inclusive.
(4) Between the ages of 19 and 21 years, inclusive;

enrolled in or eligible for a program under this part or
other special education program prior to his or her 19th

birthday; and has not yet completed his or her prescribed
course of study or who has not met proficiency standards
prescribed pursuant to Sections 51215 and 51216.

(A) Any person who becomes 22 years of age
during the months of January to June, inclusive, while
participating in a program under this part may continue
his or her participation in the program for the remainder
of the current fiscal year, including any extended school
year program for individuals with exceptional needs
established pursuant to regulations adopted by the State
Board of Education, pursuant to Article 1 (commencing
with Section 56100) of Chapter 2.

(B) Any person otherwise eligible to participate in a
program under this part shall not be allowed to begin a
new fiscal year in a program if he or she becomes 22
years of age in July, August, or September of that new
fiscal year. However, if a person is in a year-round school
program and is completing his or her individualized
education program in a term that extends into the new
fiscal year, then the person may complete that term.

(C) Any person who becomes 22 years of age
during the months of October, November, or December
while participating in a program under this act shall be
terminated from the program on December 31 of the
current fiscal year, unless the person would otherwise
complete his or her individualized education program at
the end of the current fiscal year.

(D) No school district, special education local plan
area, or county office of education may develop an
individualized education program that extends these
eligibility dates, and in no event may a pupil be required
or allowed to attend school under the provisions of this
part beyond these eligibility dates solely on the basis that
the individual has not met his or her goals or objectives.

(d) Meet eligibility criteria set forth in regulations
adopted by the board, including, but not limited to, those
adopted pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with
Section 56333) of Chapter 4.

(e) Unless disabled within the meaning of subdivi-
sions (a) to (d), inclusive, pupils whose educational needs
are due primarily to limited English proficiency; a lack of
instruction in reading or mathematics; temporary physical
disabilities; social maladjustment; or environmental,
cultural, or economic factors are not individuals with
exceptional needs. (Added by Stats. 1980, c. 797, p. 2413,
§ 9, eff. July 28, 1980. Amended by Stats. 1980, c. 1353,
p. 4821, § 35, eff. Sept. 30, 1980; Stats. 1987, c. 311, § 4,
eff. July 30, 1987; Stats. 1988, c. 35, § 1, eff. March 17,
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51745.6 Ratio of independent study pupils to certifi-
cated employees responsible for independent study

(a) The ratio of average daily attendance for
independent study pupils 18 years of age or less to school
district full-time equivalent certificated employees
responsible for independent study, calculated as specified
by the State Department of Education, shall not exceed
the equivalent ratio of pupils to full-time certificated
employees for all other education programs operated by
the school district. The ratio of average daily attendance
for independent study pupils 18 years of age or less to
county office of education full-time equivalent certifi-
cated employees responsible for independent study, to be
calculated in a manner prescribed by the State Department
of Education, shall not exceed the equivalent ratio of
pupils to full-time certificated employees for all other
educational programs operated by the high school or
unified school district with the largest average daily
attendance of pupils in that county. The computation of
those ratios shall be performed annually by the reporting
agency at the time of, and in connection with, the second
principal apportionment report to the Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

(b) Only those units of average daily attendance for
independent study that reflect a pupil-teacher ratio that
does not exceed the ratio described in subdivision (a)
shall be eligible for apportionment pursuant to Section
42238.5, for school districts, and Section 2558, for county
offices of education. Nothing in this section shall prevent
a school district or county office of education from
serving additional units of average daily attendance
greater than the ratio described in subdivision (a), except
that those additional units shall not be funded pursuant to
Section 42238.5 or Section 2558.

(c) The calculations performed for purposes of this
section shall not include either of the following:

(1) The average daily attendance generated by
special education pupils enrolled in special day classes on
a full-time basis, or the teachers of those classes.

(2) The average daily attendance or teachers in
necessary small schools that are eligible to receive
funding pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section
42280) of Chapter 7 of Part 24.

(d) The pupil-teacher ratio described in subdivision
(a) in a unified school district participating in the class
size reduction program pursuant to Chapter 6.10 (com-
mencing with Section 52120) may, at the school district’s
option, be calculated separately for kindergarten and
grades 1 to 6, inclusive, and for grades 7 to 12, inclusive.

(Added by Stats. 1990, c. 1263 (A.B. 2875), § 19.
Amended by Stats. 1998, c. 60 (A.B. 1327, § 1)

1988; Stats. 1991, c. 223 (A.B. 1060), § 2; Stats. 1992,
c. 1360 (A.B. 2773), § 6; Stats. 1992, c. 1361 (S.B. 807),
§ 1; Stats. 1993, c. 1296 (A.B. 369), § 12, eff. Oct. 11,
1993; Stats. 1995, c. 530 (A.B. 967), § 30; Stats. 1998,
c. 691 (S.B. 1686), § 14.)

Article 5.5 Independent Study

Article 5.5 operative July 1, 1990.

51745. Independent study authorized; curriculum;
restrictions

(a) Commencing with the 1990-91 school year, the
governing board of a school district or a county office of
education may offer independent study to meet the
educational needs of pupils in accordance with the
requirements of this article. Educational opportunities
offered through independent study may include, but shall
not be limited to, the following:

(1) Special assignments extending the content of
regular courses of instruction.

(2) Individualized study in a particular area of
interest or in a subject not currently available in the
regular school curriculum.

(3) Individualized alternative education designed to
teach the knowledge and skills of the core curriculum.
Independent study shall not be provided as an alternative
curriculum.

(4) Continuing and special study during travel.
(5) Volunteer community service activities that

support and strengthen pupil achievement.
(b) Not more than 10 percent of the pupils partici-

pating in an opportunity school or program, or a continua-
tion high school, calculated as specified by the State
Department of Education, shall be eligible for apportion-
ment credit for independent study pursuant to this article.
A pupil who is pregnant or is a parent who is the primary
caregiver for one or more of his or her children shall not
be counted within the 10 percent cap.

(c) No individual with exceptional needs, as defined
in Section 56026, may participate in independent study,
unless his or her individualized education program
developed pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with
Section 56340) of Chapter 4 of Part 30 specifically
provides for that participation.

(d) No temporarily disabled pupil may receive
individual instruction pursuant to Section 48206.3 through
independent study.

(e) No course included among the courses required
for high school graduation under Section 51225.3 shall be
offered exclusively through independent study.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5 operative
July 1, 1990. Amended by Stats. 1998, c. 461 (A.B. 1736,
§ 1.)
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51746. Services and resources

It is the intent of the Legislature that school districts
and county offices of education offering independent
study shall provide appropriate existing services and
resources to enable pupils to complete their independent
study successfully and shall ensure the same access to all
existing services and resources in the school in which the
pupil is enrolled pursuant to Section 51748 as is available
to all other pupils in the school. In addition, the services
and resources may include, but need not be limited to, any
of the following:

(a) A designated learning center or study area
staffed by appropriately trained personnel.

(b) The services of qualified personnel to assess the
achievement, abilities, interests, aptitudes, and needs of
participating pupils to determine each of the following:

(1) Whether full-time independent study is the most
appropriate alternative for the pupil being referred.

(2) If the answer to paragraph (1) is affirmative, the
determination of the most appropriate individualized plan
and resources to be made available to pupils enrolled in
full-time independent study.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5.)

51747. Apportionments for independent study by
pupils; policy requirements

A school district or county office of education shall
not be eligible to receive apportionments for independent
study by pupils, regardless of age, unless it has adopted
written policies, pursuant to rules and regulations adopted
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, that include,
but are not limited to, all of the following:

(a) The maximum length of time, by grade level
and type of program, that may elapse between the time an
independent study assignment is made and the date by
which the pupil must complete the assigned work.

(b) The number of missed assignments that will be
allowed before an evaluation is conducted to determine
whether it is in the best interests of the pupil to remain in
independent study, or whether he or she should return to
the regular school program. A written record of the
findings of any evaluation made pursuant to this subdivi-
sion shall be maintained in the pupil’s permanent record.

(c) A requirement that a current written agreement
for each independent study pupil shall be maintained on
file including, but not limited to, all of the following:

(1) The manner, time, frequency, and place for
submitting a pupil’s assignments and for reporting his or
her progress.

(2) The objectives and methods of study for the
pupil’s work, and the methods utilized to evaluate that
work.

(3) The specific resources, including materials and
personnel, that will be made available to the pupil.

(4) A statement of the policies adopted pursuant to
subdivisions (a) and (b) regarding the maximum length of
time allowed between the assignment and the completion
of a pupil’s assigned work, and the number of missed
assignments allowed prior to an evaluation of whether or
not the pupil should be allowed to continue in indepen-
dent study.

(5) The duration of the independent study agree-
ment, including the beginning and ending dates for the
pupil’s participation in independent study under the
agreement. No independent study agreement shall be
valid for any period longer than one semester or one-half
year for a school on a year-round calendar.

(6) A statement of the number of course credits or,
for the elementary grades, other measures of academic
accomplishment appropriate to the agreement, to be
earned by the pupil upon completion.

(7) The inclusion of a statement in each independent
study agreement that independent study is an optional
educational alternative in which no pupil may be required
to participate. In the case of a pupil who is referred or
assigned to any school, class, or program pursuant to
Section 48915 or 48917, the agreement also shall include
the statement that instruction may be provided to the pupil
through independent study only if the pupil is offered the
alternative of classroom instruction.

(8) Each written agreement shall be signed, prior to
the commencement of independent study, by the pupil,
the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, or caregiver, if the
pupil is less than 18 years of age, the certificated em-
ployee who has been designated as having responsibility
for the general supervision of independent study, and all
persons who have direct responsibility for providing
assistance to the pupil. For purposes of this paragraph
“caregiver” means a person who has met the requirements
of Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 6550) of the
Family Code.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5; amended by
Stats. 1992, c. 759, § 21; Stats. 1995, c. 530, § 24, eff.
Jan. 1, 1996.)

51747.3. Restrictions on apportionments; residency
requirements

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, a
local education agency, including, but not limited to, a
charter school may not claim state funding for the
independent study of a pupil, whether characterized as
home study or otherwise, if the agency has provided any
funds or other thing of value to the pupil or his or her
parent or guardian that the agency does not provide to
pupils who attend regular classes or to their parents or
guardians. A charter school may not claim state funding
for the independent study of a pupil, whether character-
ized as home study or otherwise, if the charter school has
provided any funds or other thing of value to the pupil or
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his or her parent or guardian that a school district could
not legally provide to a similarly situated pupil of the
school district, or to his or her parent or guardian.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision
(d) of Section 47605 or any other provision of law,
community school and independent study average daily
attendance shall be claimed by school districts and county
superintendents of schools, and charter schools only for
pupils who are residents of the county in which the
apportionment claim is reported, or who are residents of a
county immediately adjacent to the county in which the
apportionment claim is reported.

(c) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
not apportion funds for reported average daily attendance,
through full-time independent study, of pupils who are
enrolled in school pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section
48204.

(d) In conformity with Provisions 25 and 28 of
Section 2.00 of the Budget Act of 1992, this section is
applicable to average daily attendance reported for
apportionment purposes beginning July 1, 1992. The
provisions of this section are not subject to waiver by the
State Board of Education, by the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, or under any provision of Part 26.8
(commencing with Section 47600).

(Added by Stats. 1993, c. 66 (S.B. 399) § 32, eff.
June 30, 1993, Amended by Stats. 1999, c. 162, (S.B.
434), § 2.)

51747.5. Coordination, evaluation and supervision of
independent study; apportionment credit

(a) The independent study by each pupil or student
shall be coordinated, evaluated, and, notwithstanding
subdivision (a) of Section 46300, shall be under the
general supervision of an employee of the school district
or county office of education who possesses a valid
certification document pursuant to Section 44865, or an
emergency credential pursuant to Section 44300, regis-
tered as required by law.

(b) School districts and county offices of education
may claim apportionment credit for independent study
only to the extent of the time value of pupil or student
work products, as personally judged in each instance by a
certificated teacher.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5; operative July
1, 1990. Amended by Stats. 1992, c. 759, (A.B. 1248),
§ 22, eff. Sept. 21, 1992; Stats. 1993, c. 1296 (A.B. 369),
§ 11.1, eff. Oct. 11, 1993; Stats. 1997, c. 825 (A.B. 287),
§ 32, eff. Oct. 9, 1997.)

51747.6. Ratio of average daily attendance by indepen-
dent study pupils to certificated employees

(Repealed by Stats. 1991, c. 756 (A.B. 675), § 27,
effective Oct. 9, 1991.)

51748. Written records for apportionments

School districts and county offices of education
shall not be eligible to receive apportionment for indepen-
dent study attendance by any pupil who is not otherwise
identified in the written records of the district or county
board by grade level, program placement, and the school
in which he or she is enrolled.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5.)

51749. Statewide profile of independent study pupils

The Superintendent of Public Instruction, upon the
next revision of the California Basic Educational Data
System, or its equivalent, following the effective date of
this article, shall include all data collection elements
necessary to compile an annual statewide profile of pupils
participating in independent study, including data on the
number and percentage of pupils pursuing their
coursework through independent study who successfully
complete the requirements for a high school diploma.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5.)

51749.3. Rules and regulations

The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
establish rules and regulations for the purposes of
implementing this article.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 1089, § 5, operative
July 1, 1990, Amended by Stats. 1994, c. 922 (A.B.
2587), § 117.)

52206. Program approaches; minimum time; academic
component [GATE]

(a) The governing boards of school districts that
provide programs pursuant to this chapter may establish
programs for gifted and talented pupils consisting of
special day classes, part-time grouping, enrichment
activities, cluster grouping, independent study, accelera-
tion, postsecondary education opportunities, and other
program approaches as proposed by the governing board
and consistent with the regulations of the State Board of
Education. If the district establishes any of these pro-
grams, the district shall provide them to identified pupils
for an amount of time each week that shall average a
minimum of one class equivalent to 200 minutes per week
for 30 weeks of the school year. The time requirements
may be waived upon approval of the State Board of
Education.

(b) Each participating governing board shall
determine the most appropriate curricular components for
participating pupils within its district.

(c) For all programs for gifted and talented pupils,
including programs for pupils with high creative capabili-
ties and talents in the performing and visual arts, each
participating governing board shall concentrate part of its
curriculum on providing participating pupils with an
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academic component and, where appropriate, with
instruction in basic skills.

(Added by Stats. 1989, c. 494, § 2, eff. Sept. 18,
1989. Former wording repealed.)

Chapter 6.5 County Community Schools

1980. Maintenance by county board of education

A county board of education may establish and
maintain one or more community schools.

1981. Enrollment of pupils

The county board of education may enroll in a
community school pupils who are any of the following:

(a) Expelled from a school district, except those
pupils who are expelled for any reason other than those
specified in subdivision (a) or (c) of Section 48915.

(2) Referred to county community schools by a
school district as a result of the recommendation by a
school attendance review board or pupils whose school
districts of attendance have, at the request of the pupil’s
parent or guardian, approved the pupil’s enrollment in a
county community school.

(c)(1) Probation-referred pursuant to Sections 300,
601, 602, and 654 of the Welfare and Institutions Code

(2) On probation or parole and who are not in
attendance in any school,

(3) Expelled pursuant to subdivision (a) or (b) of
Section 48915.

(d) Homeless children.
(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 992, § 1. Amended by

Stats. 1982, c. 1201, p. 4343, § 1, eff. Sept. 22, 1982;
Stats. 1984, c. 482, § 1.7, eff. July 17, 1984; Stats. 1990,
c. 1415 (S.B. 606), § 1; Stats. 1991, c. 884 (S.B. 648), §
1; Stats. 1993, c. 1255 (A.B. 342), § 1, eff. Oct. 11, 1993;
Stats. 1993, c. 1256 (S.B. 1198), § 1; Stats. 1993, c. 1257
(S.B. 1130), § 1.3; Stats. 1994, c. 46 (A.B. 3601), § 27;
Stats. 1995, c. 972 (S.B. 966), § 1; Stats. 1996, c. 891
(A.B. 3077), § 1.)

1983. Courses of study; classes and programs

(a) Pupils enrolled in county community schools
shall be assigned to classes or programs deemed most
appropriate for reinforcing or reestablishing educational
development.

(b) Such classes or programs may include, but need
not be limited to, basic educational skill development,
on-the-job training, tutorial assistance, independent study
requirements, and individual guidance activities.

(c) An individually planned educational program
based upon an educational assessment shall be prescribed
for each pupil.

(d) The course of study of a county community
school shall be adopted by the county board of education
and shall enable each pupil to continue academic work

leading to the completion of a regular high school
program.

(Added by Stats. 1977, c. 992 § 1.)

Chapter 10 Adult Schools

52500. Adult evening classes; admission of minors

Adult schools and evening high schools shall
consist of classes for adults. Minors may be admitted to
those classes pursuant to board policy and Section
52500.1.

52500.1. Eligibility of high school pupils for enrollment
in adult education programs, courses and classes;
conditions

Eligibility of high school pupils for enrollment in
adult education programs, courses, and classes shall be
limited to pupils who meet all of the following conditions:

(a) High school pupils who enroll in adult education
programs, courses, and classes pursuant to Section 41976,
except that high school pupils shall not be counted for
adult education apportionment purposes if those pupils are
enrolled in programs, courses, or classes pursuant to
paragraph (5), (7), (8), (9), or (10) of subdivision (a) of
Section 41976.

(b) High school pupils who have completed a
counseling session that involved the pupil, a certificated
representative of the high school, and the pupil’s parent or
guardian, and who have a school record that contains
written documentation of the session and a statement that
the pupil is voluntarily enrolling in the adult education
course or class, and that enrollment in an adult education
program, course, or class will enhance the pupil’s
progress toward meeting the educational requirements for
graduation from high school.

Commencing July 1, 1994, no school district shall
enroll high school pupils pursuant to this subdivision
unless the school district complies with the conditions set
forth in this subdivision.

52501. Powers of governing board

The governing board of any school district main-
taining secondary schools shall have power with the
approval of the Department of Education to establish and
maintain classes for adults, except program and classes in
outdoor science education and conservation education as
the term is employed in Section 8760, for the purpose of
providing instruction in civic, vocational, literacy, health,
homemaking, technical and general education.

52501.3. Governing board requirements

Each governing board maintaining classes for adults
shall meet the requirements set forth in Sections 35145,
41010, 41011, 41015, 41020, 42103, 42600, 51040,
51041, 51050, and 51056.
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52501.5. Revenue expenditure

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), no
revenue derived from the average daily attendance of
adult education programs shall be expended for other than
adult education purposes, nor shall revenue derived from
other average daily attendance be expended for adult
education purposes.

(b) When a district’s adult revenue limit as allowed
by Section 52616 is composed of average daily atten-
dance from both a regional occupational center or
program and an adult education program, the adult
revenue limit income may be allocated to each program in
a proportion other than the amount of adult revenue limit
per average daily attendance otherwise allocable thereto.

52502. Classes or school for adults

The governing board of a high school district or
unified school district may establish classes for adults. If
such classes result in average daily attendance in any
school year of 100 or more, such districts shall establish
an adult school for the administration of the program.

52503. Adult school by resolution of governing board

The governing board of a high school district or
unified school district may establish and maintain one or
more adult schools by resolution of the governing board.

52504. Adult classes must conform to legal require-
ments

Classes for adults shall conform to any course of
study and graduation requirements otherwise imposed by
law or under the authority of law.

52505. Scheduling of classes

Such classes may be convened at such hours and for
such length of time during the day or evening and at such
period and for such length of time during the school year
as may be determined by the governing authority.

52506. Basis for apportionment; development of
standards

The department shall establish standards including
standards of attendance, curriculum, administration, and
guidance and counseling service for these classes as a
basis for the several apportionments of state funds
provided herein for the support of these classes. The
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall prepare,
distribute, and maintain a detailed handbook for use by
the local educational agencies. The handbook shall
contain course approval criteria, implementation plans for
administrative regulations, and procedures for securing
course and program approvals.

52507. Recognition of accomplishment

Governing boards shall have the authority to
provide for granting appropriate credits, certificates,
diplomas or other recognition of skill or accomplishment
in such classes which such districts are otherwise autho-
rized to grant.

52508. Diplomas or certificates

The governing board of a high school district or a
unified school district shall have the authority to award
diplomas or certificates to adults and eligible minors
enrolled in adult schools upon satisfactory completion of
a prescribed course of study in an elementary school
program.

52509. Requirements for granting diplomas

The governing board of any school district main-
taining an adult school shall prescribe the requirements
for the granting of diplomas.

52510. Requirements for eighth grade graduation

The governing board of each district maintaining an
adult school and offering an elementary program shall
prescribe requirements for eighth grade graduation from
the adult school.

52511. Inability to maintain instruction for adults in a
district

(a) Whenever the governing board of a school
district maintaining an adult school or classes for adults is
unable to maintain the school or classes in the district
because of its inability to secure a teacher or teachers, or
because of lack of facilities, the board may, with the
approval of the county superintendent of schools and the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, maintain the school
or classes of the district elsewhere than within the district
or contract for instruction of the students in such school or
classes with the governing board of another district.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision
(a) of this section, whenever the governing board of a
school district offering automobile driver training in an
adult school or classes for adults determines that such
training cannot be conducted effectively wholly within the
district’s boundaries, it may cause the training to be
conducted outside the boundaries of the district.

52512. Maintained in conjunction with other schools or
centers

Classes for adults may be maintained in conjunction
with day or evening high schools, day or evening adult
schools, or day or evening regional occupational centers.
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52513. Saturday classes

The governing board of any high school district or
unified school district may provide for the maintenance
on Saturday and Sunday of classes for adults.

52514. No minors in classes at adult state institutions

High schools maintained in any state institution for
adults or in any city, county, or city and county jail, road
camp or farm shall consist only of classes for adults.

52515. Apportionment of state funds for approved
courses in adult school

No state funds shall be apportioned to any districts
on account of the attendance of students enrolled in adult
schools unless the courses have been approved by the
Department of Education.

Approval of courses for grades 13 and 14 shall be
given in accordance with the provisions of Section 78200.

52516. Establishment of prescribed course in elemen-
tary subjects

The governing board of any school district main-
taining an adult school shall have authority with the
approval of the Department of Education to establish a
prescribed course in elementary subjects appropriate to
needs of adults.

52517. No adult classes if funds from improper sources
or if classes not open to general public

No high school or unified school district shall report
for state apportionments average daily attendance in
classes: (1) if the district receives full compensation for
such class from any public or private agency, individual
or group of individuals, except fees authorized by Section
52612; or (2) if such classes are not located in facilities
clearly identified in such a manner, and established by
appropriate procedures, to insure that attendance in such
classes is open to the general public, except those autho-
rized pursuant to Section 52570 and those in state
hospitals. The State Board of Education may adopt such
regulations as may be necessary to enforce this section.

52518. No adult classes in dancing or recreational
physical education supported by State School Fund

No class for adults in dancing or recreational
physical education shall be maintained by any district for
which the district receives money from the State School
Fund.

52519. Job market study; area; scope

(a) The governing board of any high school district
or unified school district shall, prior to establishing a
vocational or occupational training program, conduct a
job market study of the labor market area in which it
proposes to establish the program. The study shall use the
State-Local Cooperative Labor Market Information

Program established in Section 10533 of the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Code, or if this program is not available in
the labor market area, other available sources of labor
market information. The study shall include a California
Occupational Information System supply analysis of
existing vocational and occupational education or training
programs for adults maintained by high schools, commu-
nity colleges, and private postsecondary schools in the
area to ensure that the anticipated employment demand
for the adults enrolled in the proposed program justifies
the establishment of the proposed courses of instruction.

(b) Subsequent to completing the study required by
this section and prior to establishing the program, the
governing board of the high school or unified school
district shall determine whether or not the study justifies
the proposed vocational education program.

(c) If the governing board of the high school district
or unified school district determines that the job market
study justifies the initiation of the proposed program, it
shall, by resolution, determine whether the program shall
be offered through the district’s own facilities or through
a contract with an approved private postsecondary school
pursuant to Section 8092.

52520. Review of program; termination

(a) Every vocational or occupational training
program for adults offered by any high school district or
unified school district shall be reviewed every two years
by the governing board to assure that each such program
does all of the following:

(1) Meets a documented labor market demand.
(2) Does not represent unnecessary duplication of

other manpower training programs in the area.
(3) Is of demonstrated effectiveness as measured by

the employment and completion success of its students.
(b) Any program that does not meet the require-

ments of subdivision (a) and the standards promulgated
by the governing board shall be terminated within one
year.

(c) The review process required by this section shall
include the review and comments by the local Private
Industry Council established pursuant to Division 8
(commencing with Section 15000) of the Unemployment
Insurance Code, which review and comments shall occur
prior to any decision by the appropriate governing body.

(d) The provisions of this section shall apply to each
program commenced subsequent to the effective date of
this section.

52522. Plans for adult education innovation and
alternative instructional delivery; approval by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction; expenditures;
rules and regulations

(a) The Superintendent of Public Instruction may
approve school district plans for adult education innova-
tion and alternative instructional delivery. School districts
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making an application under this section shall demon-
strate how the needs of adults will be addressed by
programs, including, but not limited to:

(1) Worksite adult basic education skills instruction.
(2) Distance learning using video and other commu-

nication technologies.
(3) Home-based and community-based independent

study approaches using instructional technologies.
(4) Tests of alternative reimbursement approaches

other than average daily attendance to determine whether
they are reasonable and feasible, to the extent that there is
no decrease in the number of students served nor an
increase in cost to the state.

(b) School districts approved to implement demon-
stration programs under this section may expend up to 5
percent of their adult block entitlement for implementa-
tion of approved programs.

(c) School districts implementing programs under
this provision shall report expenditures to the superinten-
dent in an annual fiscal report, as specified in regulations
adopted by the superintendent. Funds reported under this
section and approved by the superintendent shall continue
to be allocated as part of the district’s adult block entitle-
ment in subsequent fiscal years.

(d) The superintendent shall adopt rules and
regulations for the administration of this section to
include:

(1) Allowable expenditures.
(2) The range of expenditures per pupil enrolled in

the program.
(3) Reporting requirements.
(4) Program evaluation.
The superintendent shall report not later than March

30, 1995, to the Legislature on the impact of these
demonstrations on the adult education instructional
delivery system.

52522.2. Monitoring of school district compliance
regarding programs and funding; report

It is the intent of the Legislature that the State
Department of Education vigorously monitor the compli-
ance of school districts regarding the programs and
funding requirements for adult education. Therefore, not
later than January 1, 1996, the State Department of
Education shall report to the Governor and the fiscal
committees and the education policy committees of both
houses of the Legislature on the implementation of the
adult education program and the fiscal aspects of the
adult education program for the period of July 1, 1993, to
June 30, 1995. The report shall identify, by school
district, any abuses of the letter or intent of the statutes
pertaining to adult education, and the report shall contain
recommendations for the modification, if necessary, of the
funding formulas used to calculate the adult block
entitlement or for program improvements to adult
education.

52523. Adult education as supplement for high school
curriculum; criteria

Adult education programs, courses, and classes
shall not be used to supplant the regular high school
curriculum for high school pupils enrolled in adult
education. Adult education shall supplement and enrich
the high school pupil’s educational experiences. There-
fore, adult education shall, at a minimum, meet the
following criteria:

(a) All programs, courses, and classes conducted as
adult education shall be open to adults and listed in the
district’s catalog of adult education classes provided to
the public and shall be under the supervision and jurisdic-
tion of the adult education administrator as determined by
the school district governing board.

Adults shall have priority over other students for
admission to any adult education class if those adults
enroll not later than the regular enrollment period for
those classes. The enrollment period shall be published in
the course catalog. No course required by the school
district for high school graduation or necessary for pupils
to maintain satisfactory academic progress shall be
offered exclusively through the adult education program.
An adult for purposes of this section is a person 18 years
of age or older or other person who is not concurrently
enrolled in a regular high school program.

(b) Each adult education teacher, whether part time
or full time, under contract status or in an hourly position,
shall be part of the adult school faculty and shall be under
the direct supervision of the authorized adult education
administrator.

(c) Enrollment of high school pupils shall be
voluntary on the part of the pupil taking the class. Prior to
enrollment by a high school pupil in an adult education
program, class, or course, the pupil shall have documenta-
tion of the counseling session held pursuant to subdivision
(b) of Section 52500.1.

(d) Enrollment of a high school pupil in an adult
education program, course, or class shall be for sound
educational purposes, including, but not limited to, the
following:

(1) The adult education program, course, or class is
not offered in the regular high school curriculum.

(2) The adult education program, course, or class is
needed by the pupil to make up deficient credits for
graduation from high school.

(3) The adult education program, course, or class
allows the pupil to gain vocational and technical skills
beyond that provided by the regular high school’s
vocational and technical education program.

(4) The adult education program, course, or class,
supplements and enriches the high school pupil’s educa-
tional experience.

(e) A high school pupil shall not be enrolled for
apportionment purposes in an adult education program,
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course, or class that would be considered any of the
following:

(1) Physical education.
(2) Driver’s training and education.
(3) Vocal and instrumental music.
(4) Band.
(5) Drama.
(6) Preparation of a school yearbook or school

newspaper.
(7) Training for, or participation in, athletic camps,

cheerleading or spirit organizations, student government,
or extracurricular student clubs.

The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall issue
a program advisory that further defines the purposes set
forth in subdivision (d) and the courses set forth in
subdivision (e). The superintendent is authorized to issue,
at any time, rules and regulations instead of the program
advisory.

California Code of Regulations

Title 5. Education

Chapter 11. Special Programs

Subchapter 13.

Independent Study Programs

11700. Definition

(a)“Full-time equivalent certificated employees”
means any combination of full-time certificated employ-
ees and part-time certificated employee assignments that
aggregate to the amount of instructional time specified in
the contract of a full-time certificated classroom teacher
of the district or county office of education.

(b) “General supervision” means the supervising
teacher’s

(1) continuing oversight of the study design,
implementation plan, allocation of resources, and evalua-
tion of pupil or adult education student progress for any
pupil’s or adult education student’s independent study’
and

(2) personal determination or personal review of the
determination made by another certificated teacher of the
time values for apportionment purposes of each pupil’s or
adult education student’s work products.

(c) “Independent Study” means an alternative to
classroom instruction consistent with the district’s course
of study.

(d) “Independent study is an optional educational
alternative in which no pupil may be required to partici-
pate” means

(1) with regard to school districts or county offices
of education, that

(A) they are not required to offer independent
study, and

(B) school districts or county offices of education
that do offer independent study are not obliged to permit a
pupil or adult education student to engage in independent
study if school officials given responsibility for the
decision determine that independent study is not an
appropriate alternative for the pupil or adult education
student; and,

(2) with regard to pupils or adult education students,
(A) a pupil’s or adult education student’s choice to

commence, or to continue in, independent study must not
be coerced, and

(B) in the case of a pupil who is referred or assigned
to any school, class, or program pursuant to Education
Code sections 48915 or 48915, and to the extent that
independent study is not prohibited, instruction may be
provided to the pupil through independent study only if
the pupil has the continuing option of classroom instruc-
tion.

(e) “Method utilized to evaluate” means any
specified procedure through which a certificated teacher
personally assesses the extent to which achievement of
the pupil or adult education student meets the objectives
of an assignment.

(f) “Methods of study” means the pupil or adult
education student activities selected by the supervising
teacher as the means to reach the educational objectives
set forth in the written agreement.

(g) “Missed assignment” means any specified
independent study assignment that has not been turned in,
or evidenced as completed, by a pupil by the due date for
the assignment.

(h) “Regular school program” means the classroom-
based instructional program or its equivalent that a pupil
or adult education student would have attended had the
pupil or adult education student not elected the indepen-
dent study.

(i) “Specific resources” include all resources,
including materials and services, reasonably necessary to
the achievement of the objectives in the written agree-
ment, and shall not be construed to exclude resources
normally available to all pupils or adult education
students on the same terms as the terms on which they are
normally available to all pupils or adult education
students.

(j) “Supervising teacher” means the certificated
teacher employed by the school district or county office of
education assigned, as noted in the written agreement, the
responsibility for coordinating, evaluating and providing
general supervision of a pupil’s or adult education
student’s independent study pursuant to Education Code
Section 51747.5(a).

(k) “Type of program” means statutory program
category for purposes of attendance accounting.

(l) “Work product” means that which results from a
pupil’s or adult education student’s efforts and actions to
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complete or perform the assignments given and which is
subsequently evaluated by a certificated teacher.

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education
Code. Reference: Sections 48200, 48663, 48916.1, 49067,
51745, 51746, 51747, and 51747.5, Education Code.

11700.1 Additional definitions applicable to charter
schools

(a) “Certificated employees,” in charter schools,
means employees meeting the requirements of subdivi-
sion (1) of Education Code Section 47605.

(b) “Classroom instruction,” with reference to a
charter school, means classroom instruction provided
either by the charter school or by another public school
that the pupil is eligible to attend.

(c) “School district” or “district,” for the purposes
of this subchapter and of Article 5.5 (commencing with
Section 51745) of Chapter 5 of Part 28 of the Education
Code, means a school district or a charter school, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and
47612.5(b), Education Code. Reference: Sections
47605(1), 47612.5(b), and 51745–51749.3, Education
Code.

11701. District responsibilities

In setting policy pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b)
of Education Code Section 51747, the local governing
board shall consider, in a public hearing, the scope of its
existing or prospective use of independent study as an
instructional strategy, its purposes in authorizing indepen-
dent study, and factors bearing specifically on the
maximum realistic lengths of assignments and acceptable
number of missed assignments for specific populations of
pupils. Adopted policies shall reflect an awareness that
excessive leniency in their terms can result in pupils
falling so far behind their age peers as to increase, rather
than decrease, the risk of their dropping out of school.

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education
Code. Reference: Section 51747(a) and (b), Education
Code.

11701.5 Equitable provision of resources and services

Consistent with the statutory authorization to offer
independent study as an alternative instructional strategy
to met the educational needs of pupils or adult education
students,

(a) the independent study option is to be substan-
tially equivalent in quality and quantity to classroom
instruction, thereby ensuring that a pupil or adult educa-
tion student who engages in independent study on a full-
time basis, or on a part-time basis in conjunction with
part-or full-time classroom study, will be enabled to
complete the district or county office of education
adopted course of study within the customary time frame
for completion of that course of study;

(b) pupils or adult education students who choose to
engage in independent study are to have the same access
to existing services and resources as other pupils or adult
education students of the school in which the independent
study pupil or adult education student is enrolled; and

(c) pupils or adult education students who choose to
engage in independent study are to have equality of rights
and privileges with the pupils or adult education students
of the district or county office of education who choose to
continue in the regular school program.

Note: Authority cited: Section 51749.3, Education
Code. Reference: Sections 51013, 51050, 51745, 51746,
and 51747, Education Code.

11702. Requirements for agreements

(a) Each signature required for an independent study
agreement shall be dated. An agreement is not in effect
until it is complete as to all terms, signed, and dated.

(b) The curriculum and methods of study specified
in an independent study agreement shall be consistent
with the district or county office of education policies and
procedures for curriculum and instructions adopted by the
governing board.

Note: Authority cited, Section 51749.3, Education
Code. Reference: Sections 51013, 51050, 51745, 51746,
and 51747, Education Code.

11703. Records

(a) Maintaining records to meet audit requirements
is the responsibility of the local district or county
superintendent’s office. These records may be on site(s).

(b) Records shall include but not be limited to the
following:

(1) A copy of the adopted school board policy and
procedures.

(2) A separate listing of the pupils and adult
education students by grade level, program, and school,
who have engaged in independent study, identifying units
of the curriculum undertaken and units of the curriculum
completed by each of those pupils in kindergarten and
grades 1 to 8, inclusive, and identifying course credits
attempted by and awarded to each of those pupils in
grades 9 to 12, inclusive, and each of those students in
adult education, as specified in their written agreements.

(3) A file of all agreements, including representative
samples of each pupil’s or adult education student’s work
products bearing signed or initialed and dated notations
by the supervising teacher indicating that he or she has
personally evaluated the work, or that he or she has
personally reviewed the evaluations made by another
certificated teacher.

(4) A daily or hourly attendance credit register, as
appropriate to the program in which the pupils or adult
education students are enrolled, separate from classroom
attendance records, and maintained on a current basis as
time values of pupil or adult education student work
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products are personally judged by a certificated teacher,
and reviewed by the supervising teacher if they are two
different persons.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 51749.3, Education
Code. Reference: Section 51747, 51747.5, and 51748,
Education Code.

11704. Pupil–teacher ratio

In a charter school, for the purposes of Education
Code Section 51745.6, the ratio of average daily atten-
dance for independent study pupils 18 years of age or less
to full-time certificated employees responsible for inde-
pendent study shall not exceed the equivalent ratio of
pupils to full-time certificated employees for all other
educational programs operated by the largest unified
school district, as measured by average daily attendance,
in the county or counties in which the charter school
operates. Units of average daily attendance for indepen-
dent study that are ineligible for apportionment as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of Education Code Section
51745.6 shall also be ineligible for funding pursuant to
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 47630) of Part 26.8
of the Education Code.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and
47612.5(b), Education Code. Reference: Sections
47612.5(b) and 51745.6, Education Code.

11705. High school graduation requirements

For the purposes of subdivision (e) of Education
Code Section 51745, a charter school that includes any of
grades 9 to 12, inclusive, shall be deemed to be an alterna-
tive school of every high school district and unified school
district within which it operates.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and
47612.5(b). Reference: Sections 47612.5(b) and 51745,
Education Code.

Family Code

6550. Authorization affidavits; scope of authority;
reliance on affidavit

(a) A caregiver’s authorization affidavit that meets
the requirements of this part authorizes a caregiver 18
years of age or older who completes items 1–4 of the
affidavit provided in Section 6552 and signs the affidavit
to enroll a minor in school and consent to school-related
medical care on behalf of the minor. A caregiver who is a
relative and who completes items 1–8 of the affidavit
provided in Section 6552 and signs the affidavit shall have
the same rights to authorize medical care and dental care
for the minor that are given to guardians under Section
2353 of the Probate Code. The medical care authorized by
this caregiver who is a relative may include mental health
treatment subject to the limitations of Section 2356 of the
Probate Code.

(b) The affidavit shall not be valid for more than one
year after the date on which it is executed.

(c) The decision of a caregiver to consent to or to
refuse medical or dental care for a minor shall be super-
seded by any contravening decision of the parent or other
person having legal custody of the minor, provided the
decision of the parent or other person having legal custody
of the minor does not jeopardize the life, health, or safety
of the minor.

(d) No person who acts in good faith reliance on a
caregiver’s authorization affidavit to provide medical or
dental care, without actual knowledge of facts contrary to
those stated on the affidavit, is subject to criminal liability
or to civil liability to any person, or is subject to profes-
sional disciplinary action, for such reliance if the appli-
cable portions of the affidavit are completed.

This subdivision shall apply even if medical or
dental care is provided to a minor in contravention of the
wishes of the parent or other person having legal custody
of the minor as long as the person providing the medical or
dental care has no actual knowledge of the wishes of the
parent or other person having legal custody of the minor.

(e) A person who relies on the affidavit has no
obligation to make any further inquiry or investigation.

(f) Nothing in this section shall relieve any indi-
vidual from liability for violations of other provisions of
law.

(g) If the minor stops living with the caregiver, the
caregiver shall notify any school, health care provider, or
health care service plan that has been given the affidavit.

(h) A caregiver’s authorization affidavit shall be
invalid unless it substantially contains, in not less than 10-
point boldface type or a reasonable equivalent thereof, the
warning statement beginning with the word “warning”
specified in Section 6552. The warning statement shall be
enclosed in a box with 3-point rule lines.

(i) For purposes of this part:
(1) “Person” includes an individual, corporation,

partnership, association, the state, or any city, county, city
and county, or other public entity or governmental
subdivision or agency, or any other legal entity.

(2) “Relative” means a spouse, parent, stepparent,
brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, half-
sister, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, first cousin, or any
person denoted by the prefix “grand” or “great,” or the
spouse of any of the persons specified in this definition,
even after the marriage has been terminated by death or
dissolution.

(3) “School-related medical care” means medical
care that is required by state or local governmental
authority as a condition for school enrollment, including
immunizations, physical examinations, and medical
examinations conducted in schools for pupils.



Appendix A A-21(Rev. 2-00)

6552. Form of authorization affidavit

The caregiver’s authorization affidavit shall be in substantially the following form:

Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit

Use of this affidavit is authorized by Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 6550) of Division 11 of the California
Family Code.

Instructions: Completion of items 1–4 and the signing of the affidavit is sufficient to authorize enrollment of a
minor in school and authorize school-related medical care. Completion of items 5–8 is additionally required to authorize
any other medical care. Print clearly.

The minor named below lives in my home and I am 18 years of age or older.

1. Name of minor: 2. Minor’s birth date:

3. My name (adult giving authorization):

4. My home address:

5. ■ I am a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or other qualified relative of the minor (see back of this form for a definition of
“qualified relative”).

6. Check one or both (for example, if one parent was advised and the other cannot be located):

■ I have advised the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor of my intent to authorize
medical care and have received no objection.

■ I am unable to contact the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor at this time, to notify
them of my intended authorization.

7. My date of birth:

8. My California driver’s license or identification card number:

Warning: Do not sign this form if any of the statements above are incorrect, or you will be committing a
crime punishable by a fine, imprisonment, or both.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: Signed:

Notices:

1. This declaration does not affect the rights of the minor’s parents or legal guardian regarding the care, custody, and
control of the minor, and does not mean that the caregiver has legal custody of the minor.

2. A person who relies on this affidavit has no obligation to make any further inquiry or investigation.

3. This affidavit is not valid for more than one year after the date on which it is executed.

Additional Information:

To Caregivers:

1. Qualified relative,” for purposes of item 5, means a spouse, parent, stepparent, brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsis-
ter, half-brother, half-sister, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, first cousin, or any person denoted by the prefix “grand”
or “great,” or the spouse of any of the persons specified in this definition, even after the marriage has been
terminated by death or dissolution.

2. The law may require you, if you are not a relative or a currently licensed foster parent, to obtain a foster home
license in order to care for a minor. If you have any questions, please contact your local department of social
services.
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3. If the minor stops living with you, you are required to notify any school, health care provider, or health care
service plan to which you have given this affidavit.

4. If you do not have the information requested in item 8 (California driver’s license or I.D.), provide another form
of identification such as your social security number or Medi-Cal number.

To School Officials:

1. Section 48204 of the Education Code provides that this affidavit constitutes a sufficient basis for a determination
of residency of the minor, without the requirement of a guardianship or other custody order, unless the school
district determines from actual facts that the minor is not living with the caregiver.

2. The school district may require additional reasonable evidence that the caregiver lives at the address provided in
item 4.

To Health Care Providers and Health Care Services Plans:

1. No person who acts in good faith reliance upon a caregiver’s authorization affidavit to provide medical or dental
care, without actual knowledge of facts contrary to those stated on the affidavit, is subject to criminal liability or
to civil liability to any person, or is subject to professional disciplinary action, for such reliance if the applicable
portions of the form are completed.

2. This affidavit does not confer dependency for health care coverage purposes.


